IN THE CLAIMS: 

1-17 (cancelecQ 

18. (cumentlyamendec^ A method for protectir^ growing plant from insects and from insect 
transmittii^ plant viruses, which comprises: 

applying to at least one surface of the growing plant, a composition con^rising at least one pearl 
luster pigment comprising at least coated mica: 

applying to at least said surface of the growing plant a composition comprising at least one 
agriculturally acceptable diluent, carrier or adjuvant, whereby said composition is suitable for ^ricultural 
applications, 

wherein said compositions are directly applied and attached to said surface in the form of spray 
or dusting powder and whereby said composition pearl luster pigment and agriculturally acceptable 
diluent, carrier or adjuvant function together to be i s effective m to repelling said insects and thus 
protecting the plant. 

19. (cancelec^ 

20. (cumendy amended^ The method according to claim i9 18, T\4ierein said con^sirions 
is arg an aqueous suspension or dispersion of said peari luster pigment. 

21. (previously presentee^ The method according to claim 20, wherein said aqueous 
suspension or dispersion further comprises at least one surface active agent or adhesive. 
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22. (currendy amended) Amediod according to claim 18 for pmtectiii^ a wiiig pLuii fiuiii 
iiiscci5 and from insect- u ^ aiisnii t ted plant viiiises, wliich comprises applying to at least one smf ac e of die 
growing plant, a composition comprising at least one interfeience pigment wliei^by said composition 
is effective to i ie pel said insects and dius protect die plant, wherein said inteifeience p^ment peari luster 
pigment is selected from the group consisting of: 

a mica coated with TiOa; 

a mica coated with Fe203: 

a mica coated with both TiOj and Fe203; 

a mica coated with TiOj and graphite, and 

a mica coated with 1i02 and SnOi- and- 

DiOQ ciystals . 

23. (previously presented) The method according to claim 22, wherein the pearl luster 
pigment is mica coated with Ti02 further containing in the coating at least one of graphite and SnOj. 

24. (previouslypresented) The method accordii^ to claim 1 8 wherein said insects are selected 
from the group consisting of aphids, leafhoppers, Lariomyza Brioniae, white flies and thrips. 

25. (currendy amendecQ Acomposition for protecting growii^ plants from insects and from 
insect-transmitted plant viruses, w4iich comprises at least one mica pearl luster p^ment together with 
at least one agriculturally acceptable diluent, carrier or adjuvant, in the form of a spray, dusting powder 
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or aqueous suspension or dispersion, the composition being effective for directly applying and attaching 
to at least one surface of a growing plant and being suitable for agricultural applications. 

26. (previously presentee^ A con^sition according to claim 25, which is adapted for 
application to the surfaces of growing plants in the form of spray or dusting powder. 

27. (previously presentedj) A composition according to claim 26, which is an aqueous 
suspension or dispersion of said pearl luster pigment. 

28. (previously presented) A composition according to claim 27, wherein said aqueous 
suspension or dispersion further comprises at least one surface active agent or adhesive. 

29. (currently amended) A composition according to claim 25, wherein pearl luster pigment 
is selected from the group consisting of: 

a mica coated with Ti02; 

a mica coated with Fe203: 

a mica coated with both T1O2 and FejOj; and 

a mica coated with T1O2 and graphite, and- 

DiOQ crystals 
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30. (previously presentee^ A composition according to claim 25 wherein said pearl luster 
pigment is mica coated with Ti02 further containing in the coating at least one of graphite and Sn02. 



3 1 . (previously presented!) The method of claim 18, wherein the composition comprising at 
least one pearl luster pigment is also applied to a bacl^round locus of the plant. 



32. (canceled) 



33. (cancelec^ 
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